Sustainable Communities
Uniqueness

What makes a sustainable
approach to community de-
velopment unique:

o A balanced, inter-
connected approach to
economic, ecological and
social equity

o Thinking long-term, per-
haps fifty years

o Inclusionary, not represen-
tative, involvement of resi-
dents

o Multidimensional indica-
tors of progress

Contact Us: you are interested in
more information about the Salem Area
Sustainable Comprehensive Plan, please
contact:

Dan Moore
330-332-3365
dan@mooreagency.com
Or
Audrey Null
330-337-3473
Audrey@chamber.salemohio.com

If you are interested in finding out about
the Sustainable Communities Program,
please contact:

Bill Grunkemeyer
614-292-8436
Grunkemeyer.1@osu.edu
Or
Myra Moss
419-422-6106
moss.63@osu.edu
Or
Ernie Oelker
330-424-7291
Oelker.2@osu.edu
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What is
Sustainability?

Sustainability is about assuring
that the decisions we make today
will not jeopardize the ability of
future generations to prosper.
Sustainability seeks to bring long-
term balance between the eco-
nomic, social and environmental

components of life.

Communities have traditionally
strived to enhance the quality of
life of their residents. Local com-
munity development efforts
though have not always been
able to give equal priority to the
local economy, the natural envi-
ronment and the social well-

being of its citizens.

Communities also use a partici-
patory approach to reach a con-
sensus about design. Finally,

they create diverse partnerships
to promote total community de-

velopment.

Steps in the Process & Accomplish-

ments

The Sustainable Comprehensive Planning Proc-
ess has 5 steps. These steps, with Salem Area’s
accomplishments to date, include:

Step 1:

O Develop a governance body for the process

Accomplishment:

O Broadly Representative Steering Committee
created to provide guidance for process

Step 2:

O Create a shared community vision

Accomplishment:

O  Vision process has been accomplished.
Community residents were asked what they
value about the Salem Area and what they
hope for the future. Also, community leaders
were interviewed. Over 4,096 responses
were received from 1,084 adults & youth.
Results of vision process will be shared with
the community and additional input will be
sought.

Steps 3,4 & 5:

O Set goals and objectives with appropriate
indicators of success

0  Choose and implement activities

O Evaluate progress, celebrate success and
revise activities where appropriate

To Be Accomplished:

O Launch of work groups who will develop the
Sustainable Development Comprehensive
Plan, based on the community vision, will
take place on July 27, 2006.

To assist sustainable community devel-
opment, Ohio State University Exten-
sion, Sustainable Development Center
has created a program to implement a

community-wide process.

Known as the Sustainable Communi-
ties Program, a team of Extension pro-
fessionals is committed to facilitate a
two-year sustainable development
process in collaboration with the Sa-

lem community.

OSU Extension embraces human diversity and is
committed to ensuring that all educational pro-
grams conducted by Ohio State University Exten-
sion are available to clientele on a nondiscrimina-
tory basis without regard to race, color, age, gender
identity or expression, disability, religion, sexual
orientation, national origin, or veteran status.

Keith L. Smith, Associate Vice President for Agricul-
tural Administration and Director, OSU Extension
TDD No. 800-589-8292 ( Ohio only) or 614-292-
1868
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