Bridging the Digital Divide:

2025 OSU Extension and
BroadbandOhio Roadshows

Community Conversations
Driving Broadband Solutions

In May 2025, OSU Extension and BroadbandOhio hosted five
regional roadshows across Ohio to engage 85+ stakeholders —
from county commissioners and educators to ISPs and nonprofit
leaders. Participants tackled real-world challenges around
broadband funding, infrastructure, affordability, and equity.

“We’re working to bring high-speed internet to every farm,
household, and small town in Ohio—no matter how remote.”
—Peter Voderberg, Chief of BroadbandOhio.

Each session spotlighted federal BEAD funding ($793M), the need
for local data mapping, and emphasized community-led

Regional Digital Inclusion Alliances (RDIAs) across collaboration. The effort brought a mix of clarity, commitment,
five regions of the state to champion digital equity and capacity-building to local leaders, who left with tools to
and inclusion atllocaliand regional levels expand broadband coverage in their counties.

Driving Change, One StatataTime . =~

Key numbers driving Ohio’s broadband momentum—participation, build, the funding will follow.”
need, and investment powering progress through 2030. —Local Leader, Paulding County

, ?? ©

86 20 $793M

| |
Community leaders participated in Attendees requested follow-up In Federal BEAD funding to connect
5 regional sessions statewide. support for local broadband all underserved Ohioans by 2030.
projects.
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